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Pechanga and Granite Construction Reach Historic Accord to 

Transfer and Preserve Site of the Proposed Liberty Quarry  
 

Pechanga Indian Reservation and Murrieta, CA, Nov 15, 2012 - The Pechanga Band of 

Luiseño Indians and Granite Construction Co. have forged a historic accord that will amicably 

resolve a long-standing land use dispute involving the proposed Liberty Quarry project in 

Riverside County and end the proposed quarry.  

 

Pechanga and Granite announced today the sale of 354 acres of land that was part of the Liberty 

Quarry Project site to the Tribe for $3 million and the completion of a separate inter-dependent 

and comprehensive settlement and release agreement under which Pechanga will pay Granite 

$17.35 million to settle the dispute over Granite’s proposed Liberty Quarry Project on the 

Riverside-San Diego County line.   

 

Under the terms of the settlement agreement, Granite has also agreed to not own or operate a 

quarry within a six mile radius to the north of the property along the Riverside-San Diego 

County border and three miles to the south through 2035. For its part, Pechanga has committed 

to providing Granite input regarding potential impacts to tribal historic and cultural resources at 

other potential aggregate sites outside of the restricted area that Granite may consider over the 

same 23-year period. 

  

“This area holds profound historic, cultural, and spiritual importance to the Pechanga and 

Luiseño Peoples,” said Tribal Chairman Mark Macarro. “Today, a small yet essential piece of 

our historic territory is once again united with its original stewards to preserve for future 

generations.”      

 

(more) 
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“Granite has a strong history of cooperation with stakeholders in communities where we work 

and is pleased to have been able to reach an equitable solution with the Pechanga Tribe regarding 

this project,” said James H. Roberts, Granite’s President and CEO. “We remain committed to 

Western Riverside and San Diego Counties and look forward to continuing to grow our business 

in this area.”   

 

Granite first submitted an application to Riverside County for the quarry project in 2005 that 

would serve Riverside and San Diego Counties with a long-term supply of aggregate. The 

Pechanga Tribe opposed the project, arguing it would have desecrated an area with strong 

cultural and spiritual importance to the Luiseño Peoples. After seven years of environmental 

review and numerous hearings by the County, the Riverside County Board of Supervisors denied 

the Project but certified the Environmental Impact Report in May, which is now the subject of 

two lawsuits. In July, Granite submitted a revised project application for a slightly smaller 

project. 

 

About the Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians  

The Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians has called the Temecula Valley in Southern California 

home since time immemorial. The Pechanga Band was recognized as a sovereign tribal 

government in 1882 by President Chester A. Arthur. Today, the Tribe is recognized as a leader in 

preserving cultural and sacred sites throughout Southern California and provides essential 

services for its members including healthcare, public safety, education, and infrastructure. 

Pechanga is Riverside County’s second largest private employer, providing jobs to 4,000 people 

through its various economic enterprises including the award-winning Pechanga Resort & 

Casino. www.pechanga-nsn.gov.  

     

About Granite Construction Incorporated  

Granite is one of the nation's leading infrastructure contractors and is a member of the S&P 400 

Midcap Index, the FTSE KLD 400 Social Index and the Russell 2000 Index. Through its wholly-

owned subsidiary, Granite is one of the nation's largest diversified heavy civil contractors and 

construction materials producers serving public- and private-sector clients nationwide. In 

addition, Granite has one of the oldest and most robust ethics and compliance programs in the 

industry and has been recognized by the Ethisphere
TM

 Institute as one of the World's Most 

Ethical Companies for three consecutive years. For more information please visit 

www.graniteconstruction.com. Granite Construction Co. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Granite Construction Inc. 
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